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SCRIPTURESCRIPTURE

TITUS 3:1-15TITUS 3:1-15

1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no
one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show every courtesy to everyone. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish,
disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating
one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of any
works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace,
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is sure.

I desire that you insist on these things, so that those who have come to believe in God may be careful to devote themselves
to good works; these things are excellent and profitable to everyone. 9 But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies,
dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 After a first and second admonition,
have nothing more to do with anyone who causes divisions, 11 since you know that such a person is perverted and sinful,
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being self-condemned.

12 When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter
there. 13 Make every effort to send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way, and see that they lack nothing. 14 And let
people learn to devote themselves to good works in order to meet urgent needs, so that they may not be unproductive.

15 All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with all of you.
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Stephanie Backus, M.Div. student

My family lost my grandfather this year. He was an incredibly pious man—the one who I looked up to in my own walk with
faith. As I was gathering memories from all of the grandchildren for my eulogy for grandpa, I heard this theme over and over
again: my grandfather was slow to anger. He was slow to tell someone they were wrong; whether he disagreed with their
opinion or not. He valued different opinions and if we didn’t have an opinion, he was quick to give us a middle of the road
view on the topic so we could form our own thoughts. As I grew older I learned that theologically, we had very different
beliefs, but they largely came from the same place: our faith in Christ.

As I read this passage for today, it reminds me of my relationship with my grandfather. Paul was clear: we may not agree with
our political leaders, and we may not agree with one another. But because we put our faith in God, we have to devote
ourselves to doing good. We have to focus on that instead of on what divides us. If we surround ourselves with those who
share our love in Christ, no matter the differences we may have in our political beliefs or even in how we interpret the Bible,
we can recognize that we aren’t of this world—we are of God’s kingdom. Together.

PRAYERPRAYER
God of creation, we pray today that you will continue to remind us that we live in your creation. We pray that you will remind
us that we are your children and are to continue living the life Christ taught us to in his ministry—the life where all are
welcome in your kingdom. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
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reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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