
LENT DEVOTIONAL 
FIND YOUR PROGRAM  APPLY ONLINE  VISIT CAMPUS  REQUEST INFO

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info


ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!

https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/CPandR
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-missional-leadership
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-theological-studies
https://www.pts.edu/urban-certificate
https://www.pts.edu/SFC-Certificate-Program
https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email


LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 23, 2021
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 2:13-22
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle,
sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16
He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him,
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three
days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

DEVOTIONAL
Jane Larson '17/'20

We are a people familiar with political and social unrest. We continue to witness the pursuit of justice in new forms that join a
long history of prophetic responses to oppression. For many, there is a deep desire to dismantle the racial and economic
systems tearing apart our nation and our neighborhoods. Yet, it is quite controversial in the church to suggest how we ought
to respond to these calls for justice.

It can feel uncomfortable to try to navigate a world of chaos and division. Afraid that we might create even more division, we
sometimes cling to the familiar. When we turn to this story of Jesus overturning tables in the temple, we see that our God
does not shy away from the uncomfortable or controversial.

During the season of Passover, Jesus entered the temple to find people selling cattle, sheep, and doves. In order for people
to make the necessary sacrifices, there needed to be an exchange of goods. For the travelers coming from afar to celebrate
in Jerusalem, they could purchase their sacrificial animals conveniently upon arrival. This might seem reasonable to us, but
Jesus’ reaction is to pour out all their money, turn over tables, and order those selling animals: “stop making my Father’s
house a marketplace.”

In the Gospel of John, Jesus does not focus in on individual greed, but he seems to critique and order a dismantling of the
entire system. This system of the marketplace is not necessary, and he makes no promise to rebuild it. Instead, Jesus turns
the disciples’ attention to his own physical body. It is not the physical temple that will be resurrected after three days—it is
the person of Jesus who will continue to draw near to offer life even after death.

In this season of Lent, we practice releasing our clenched fists that cling to what is familiar. This is not an easy or passive
task; it requires our constant attention to untangle ourselves from systems that seek to dehumanize and to profit off the soul
of humanity.

As we engage in this work, this passage reminds us where our God may be found. God is not idly strolling through the
marketplace. No, the God we follow breaks through division to bring about justice. We find our God sitting at the well with the
Samaritan woman. We find our God sharing the table with those deemed outcasts by religious leaders. We find God not in
the foundation of unjust systems, but in the person of Jesus—the one who overturns tables, transgresses boundaries, and
continues to draw near.

Prayer

God of Justice, continue to draw near to us, for we know the journey is not always convenient or comfortable. When we find
ourselves in seasons of despair, give us perseverance to continue on the journey, wisdom to untangle ourselves from
systems of injustice, and courage to be enactors of justice. May we seek your comfort not in the systems that are familiar, but
in the one who draws near. Amen.
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Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative
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Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute
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FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!
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Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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