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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 18, 2018
SCRIPTURE

DANIEL 9:3-10
3 Then I turned to the Lord God, to seek an answer by prayer and supplication with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 4 I
prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “Ah, Lord, great and awesome God, keeping covenant and
steadfast love with those who love you and keep your commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong, acted wickedly
and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and ordinances. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets,
who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land. 7 “Righteousness is
on your side, O Lord, but open shame, as at this day, falls on us, the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all
Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the
treachery that they have committed against you. 8 Open shame, O LORD, falls on us, our kings, our officials, and our
ancestors, because we have sinned against you. 9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled
against him, 10 and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by following his laws, which he set before us by his
servants the prophets.

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Dr. Heather Vacek, PTS Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty and
Associate Professor of Church History

The annual journey through Lent draws us into a time of contemplation. We are invited to think deeply about God, ourselves,
and our communities. Such reflections will likely surface reasons for despair and reasons for hope. In these verses from the
prophet Daniel, we find honesty about individual and collective wrongdoing (“we have sinned and done wrong, acted
wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and ordinances”) and the shame that followed. Daniel’s
confession, however, is preceded and followed by affirmation of God’s steadfast love, love that is not deterred or diminished
by human action. Shame does not drive the prophet away from God; rather, it prompts his plea for the mercy and forgiveness
that belong to God. The prophet trusts that God is a God of mercy and forgiveness, despite human rebellion.

Lent provides time for contemplation, time for “fasting, sackcloth, ashes”—or whatever our modern equivalent of those
disciplines might be. As we mourn our individual and collective disobedience and seek to live more fully and faithfully into
God’s covenant, we do so knowing that we are bound to a community of believers who profess the realities of Christ’s life,
death, and resurrection. This community of believers—past and present—helps us offer honest confessions of wrongdoing. It
also helps us name the never-ending hope grounded in God’s steadfast love, mercy, and forgiveness.

PRAYER
Gracious and steadfast God, in this season of contemplation and reflection, we offer thanks for your unrelenting presence
with us. Surround us with the gift of an honest community with whom we can confess our turning away and alongside whom
we can continually recommit to embracing your love. Amen.
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The annual journey through Lent draws us into a time of contemplation. We are invited to think deeply about God, ourselves, and our
communities. Such reflections will likely surface reasons for despair and reasons for hope. In these verses from the prophet Daniel, we find
honesty about individual and collective wrongdoing (“we have sinned and done wrong, acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your
commandments and ordinances”) and the shame that followed. Daniel’s confession, however, is preceded and followed by affirmation of
God’s steadfast love, love that is not deterred or diminished by human action. Shame does not drive the prophet away from God; rather, it
prompts his plea for the mercy and forgiveness that belong to God. The prophet trusts that God is a God of mercy and forgiveness, despite
human rebellion.

Lent provides time for contemplation, time for “fasting, sackcloth, ashes”—or whatever our modern equivalent of those disciplines might be.
As we mourn our individual and collective disobedience and seek to live more fully and faithfully into God’s covenant, we do so knowing that
we are bound to a community of believers who profess the realities of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. This community of believers—
past and present—helps us offer honest confessions of wrongdoing. It also helps us name the never-ending hope grounded in God’s
steadfast love, mercy, and forgiveness.

PRAYER
Gracious and steadfast God, in this season of contemplation and reflection, we offer thanks for your unrelenting presence with us. Surround
us with the gift of an honest community with whom we can confess our turning away and alongside whom we can continually recommit to
embracing your love. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/CPandR
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-missional-leadership
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-theological-studies
https://www.pts.edu/urban-certificate
https://www.pts.edu/SFC-Certificate-Program
https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty


The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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