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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 16, 2018
SCRIPTURE

PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9
1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Sterling ’88/’98, Pastor, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Allison Park, Pa. / Field
Education Supervisor

Wouldn’t it be something if Christian believers purposed to live a life of “passionate gratitude”? The expression “with
thanksgiving” (v. 6) is meant to be more than an add-on in this text, I believe, and it follows the phrase “in everything.” I’ll bet
you have had lots of blessings in your life for which it was easy to be thankful. But what about the things that, at least
initially, were not perceived as “blessings” at all? Verse 6 says “in everything,” doesn’t it?

The author of Philippians suggests that approaching God with a thankful attitude makes a difference. Maybe God grooves
on hearing us being grateful, even as we come with our “laundry lists” of prayer requests. What if gratitude had nothing to do
with whether we had a reason to be grateful? I am thankful for my partner of 40-plus years, always, regardless of whether
she gives me reason in the moment. And my “passion” for her means that I regularly tell her just how thankful I am. I think
she really likes it. Maybe God does, too?

Developing a perpetually thankful heart is a win-win-win situation: God likes it, it makes us feel really good, and others are
blessed by it and respond favorably to it. Only being thankful when something positive happens is lame. Passionate gratitude
“in everything” makes a powerful witness, dear ones! 

PRAYER
Dear God, I thank you. I just thank you! Help me develop a truly thankful heart and a passion for gratitude, not just toward
you, but around others as well. Teach me the joy and power of giving thanks in everything. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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