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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 14, 2018
SCRIPTURE

LUKE 18:9-14
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with
contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee,
standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would
not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man
went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Mark Tidd, Interim Pastor, Little Falls Presbyterian Church, Arlington, Va. / Doctor of Ministry
Reformed Focus

Jesus directs his words to unnamed listeners who were far from what the prophet Micah said the Lord expected: “to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). The fasting and tithing of the Pharisee in the
parable was contradicted by his arrogance, whereas the tax collector felt profoundly his deep need for God. While it’s
obvious who our model should be, it can perhaps be tempting to reassure ourselves that we are not like “those Pharisees”—
and perhaps to take just a little pride in our humility.

Then comes Ash Wednesday, and with it the words of the liturgy: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return;
repent, and believe in the gospel.” We have the obligation and the opportunity to confess our sinfulness and to cry with the
tax collector, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” We receive the cross-shaped mark of ashes on our foreheads as an intimate
sign that all we can do is accept our dependence on the mercy of God. And we just might recognize that the mercy of God is
enough, and is reason enough for deep thanksgiving and joy.

May we give thanks to God on this Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent for the mercy shown to us in Jesus as we prepare
our hearts to observe the shattering goodness of Good Friday and the astounding goodness of Easter.

PRAYER
God of grace and mercy, grant us the true humility that abandons pretense about our own righteousness. Enable us to
repent truly and to believe your Good News with all our heart and soul and mind and strength. Amen.
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STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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