
SEMINARY HOSTS BOOKTALK SERIESSEMINARY HOSTS BOOKTALK SERIES
BookTalks is a collaborative effort of Barbour Library and the Center for
Writing and Learning Support featuring in-person and
webinar conversations with PTS faculty and community members as well as
other guests whose work is theological in nature. Our host not only highlights
the books' subject matter, but also discusses the authors' writing processes,
welcoming audience questions throughout. BookTalks are enhanced by library
staff-curated subject guides and library displays for those interested in finding
related resources. Recorded and linked to the PTS website and social media
channels, BookTalks are envisioned to be creative resources that engage all
who participate in theological and spiritual reflection and knowledge.
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THE ETHICS OF IMMEDIACY: DANGEROUS EXPERIENCE IN FREUD, WOOLF, AND
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Thurs., May 1, 2025
5:00-6:00 p.m. ET
Online Webinar via Zoom and In-Person at Barbour Library

In The Ethics of Immediacy (Bloomsbury, 2023), Dr. Jeffrey McCurry examines how Freud’s
psychoanalytic theory, Woolf’s modernist criticism and fiction, and Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology,
psychology, literature, and philosophy in turns embraced the risks and dangers of putting immediate
experience as the center of humanity, of respecting, understanding, appreciating, and following the lead
of immediate, spontaneous, pre-reflective, pre-evaluative, concrete experience in human life. This book
launches an ethical depth-charge to its reader: without any ideal, normative prescription, or even
expectation, what responsibility, if any, does one have to interrogate immediate experience in one’s own
life and times?

Dr. Jeffrey McCurry is director of the Simon Silverman Phenomenology Center and affiliated faculty in the Department of Philosophy
at Duquesne University. Educated at Johns Hopkins University, Duke University, and the Pittsburgh Psychoanalytic Center, his research
centers on the intersection of philosophy, literature, and psychoanalysis, and he has published on Augustine, Freud, Merleau-Ponty,
Lacan, and Derrida. He is also a member of faculty in the Pittsburgh Psychoanalytic Center.

Dr. McCurry will be joined in conversation by Mark Russell, research and instruction librarian at Barbour Library, PTS.

Please register in advance. Attendees will receive the Zoom webinar link for the event.

For more information, visit our Libguide of curated resources for this event.

PAST BOOKTALK EVENTSPAST BOOKTALK EVENTS

JESUS AND HIS PROMISED SECOND COMING: JEWISHJESUS AND HIS PROMISED SECOND COMING: JEWISH
ESCHATOLOGY AND CHRISTIAN ORIGINS WITH TUCKERESCHATOLOGY AND CHRISTIAN ORIGINS WITH TUCKER
FERDAFERDA

SEASON'S GREETINGS: CHRISTMAS LETTERS FROM THOSESEASON'S GREETINGS: CHRISTMAS LETTERS FROM THOSE
WHO WERE THERE WITHÂ RUTH L. BOLINGÂ '24WHO WERE THERE WITHÂ RUTH L. BOLINGÂ '24

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN LETTERS: READING 1 AND 2THE FIRST CHRISTIAN LETTERS: READING 1 AND 2
THESSALONIANS WITHÂ RAFAEL RODRIGUEZTHESSALONIANS WITHÂ RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ

A WILD AND SACRED CALL: NATURE-PSYCHE-SPIRIT WITHA WILD AND SACRED CALL: NATURE-PSYCHE-SPIRIT WITH
WILL ADAMSWILL ADAMS

HAVE YOU GOT GOOD RELIGION? BLACK WOMEN'S FAITH,HAVE YOU GOT GOOD RELIGION? BLACK WOMEN'S FAITH,
COURAGE, AND MORAL LEADERSHIP IN THE CIVIL RIGHTSCOURAGE, AND MORAL LEADERSHIP IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT WITH ANNEMARIE MINGOMOVEMENT WITH ANNEMARIE MINGO

CLAIMING THE CALL TO PREACH: FOUR FEMALE PIONEERSCLAIMING THE CALL TO PREACH: FOUR FEMALE PIONEERS
OF PREACHING IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICAOF PREACHING IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICA

RESURRECTING CHURCH: WHERE JUSTICE AND DIVERSITYRESURRECTING CHURCH: WHERE JUSTICE AND DIVERSITY
MEET RADICAL WELCOME AND HEALING HOPE WITH JOHNMEET RADICAL WELCOME AND HEALING HOPE WITH JOHN
CLEGHORNCLEGHORN

LETTERS FROM THE ECOTONE: ECOLOGY, THEOLOGY, ANDLETTERS FROM THE ECOTONE: ECOLOGY, THEOLOGY, AND
CLIMATE CHANGEÂ WITHÂ ANDREW NAGY-BENSON ANDCLIMATE CHANGEÂ WITHÂ ANDREW NAGY-BENSON AND
ANDREA LLOYDANDREA LLOYD

https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/ethics-of-immediacy-9798765107218/
https://guides.library.duq.edu/c.php?g=836438&p=6088728
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LOVING WHAT DOESN'T LAST: AN ADORATION OF THELOVING WHAT DOESN'T LAST: AN ADORATION OF THE
BODY WITH CHRISTINA KUKUK '05BODY WITH CHRISTINA KUKUK '05

NECESSARY RISKS: CHALLENGES PRIVILEGED PEOPLE NEEDNECESSARY RISKS: CHALLENGES PRIVILEGED PEOPLE NEED
TO FACE WITH THE REV. DR. TERI MCDOWELL OTTTO FACE WITH THE REV. DR. TERI MCDOWELL OTT

REVISITING RAHAB: ANOTHER LOOK AT THE WOMAN OFREVISITING RAHAB: ANOTHER LOOK AT THE WOMAN OF
JERICHO WITH DR. KIMBERLY D. RUSSAWJERICHO WITH DR. KIMBERLY D. RUSSAW

BINDING THE GHOST: THEOLOGY, MYSTERY, AND THEBINDING THE GHOST: THEOLOGY, MYSTERY, AND THE
TRANSCENDENCE OF LITERATURE WITH DR. ED SIMONTRANSCENDENCE OF LITERATURE WITH DR. ED SIMON

EVERYDAY CONTEMPLATIVE: THE WAY OF PRAYERFULEVERYDAY CONTEMPLATIVE: THE WAY OF PRAYERFUL
LIVING WITH DR. ROGER OWENSLIVING WITH DR. ROGER OWENS

HOW NOT TO BE AFRAID: SEVEN WAYS TO LIVE WHENHOW NOT TO BE AFRAID: SEVEN WAYS TO LIVE WHEN
EVERYTHING SEEMS TERRIFYING WITH GARETH HIGGINSEVERYTHING SEEMS TERRIFYING WITH GARETH HIGGINS

A PRACTICAL VISION FOR CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONA PRACTICAL VISION FOR CONGREGATIONAL MISSION
WITH HUNTER FARRELL AND BALA KHYLLEPWITH HUNTER FARRELL AND BALA KHYLLEP

WITCHES AND MYSTICS IN REFORMATION SCOTLAND WITHWITCHES AND MYSTICS IN REFORMATION SCOTLAND WITH
NANCY HAYES KILGORENANCY HAYES KILGORE

MARY LOU WILLIAMS: MUSIC FOR THE SOUL WITH DEANNAMARY LOU WILLIAMS: MUSIC FOR THE SOUL WITH DEANNA
WITKOWSKIWITKOWSKI

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW: NEGOTIATINGOUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW: NEGOTIATING
IDENTITY, RACE, AND PLACE WITH JENNIFER KAALUNDIDENTITY, RACE, AND PLACE WITH JENNIFER KAALUND

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY CONVERSATION WITH DRS. JEROMEAN INTERDISCIPLINARY CONVERSATION WITH DRS. JEROME
CREACH AND EDWIN VAN DRIELCREACH AND EDWIN VAN DRIEL

BEYOND THE WHITE FENCE WITH EDITH HUMPHREYBEYOND THE WHITE FENCE WITH EDITH HUMPHREY

JOE BIDEN AND CATHOLICISM IN THE UNITED STATES WITHJOE BIDEN AND CATHOLICISM IN THE UNITED STATES WITH
MASSIMO FAGGIOLIMASSIMO FAGGIOLI

TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA: A TOOLBOX FOR THERAPISTSTRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA: A TOOLBOX FOR THERAPISTS
WITH JOANNE SPENCEWITH JOANNE SPENCE
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